
G I A N LU I G I  G R E C O

Professor of Computer Science at the University of Calabria and President 
of the Italian Association for Artificial Intelligence

A I  I S  L I K E  W R I T I N G  
AC C O R D I N G  TO  P L ATO :  A  
R E M E DY  A N D  A  P O I S O N .  I T  
O F F E R S  O P P O RT U N I T I E S  B U T  
R I S K S  M A K I N G  U S  LO S E  
E S S E N T I A L  S K I L L S .
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G A I A  C O N T U

Researcher at the Interdisciplinary Health Science Research Center 
of the Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies

C O N S C I O U S N E S S  I S  A  S U B J E C T I V E  
E X P E R I E N C E :  I T  M E A N S  F E E L I N G  
A N D  E X P E R I E N C I N G  S O M E T H I N G .  
C A N  A I  R E A L LY  P O S S E S S  I T ?
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G I U S E P P E  R I VA

 Professor of Psychotechnologies for Well‑Being at the Catholic University 
of the Sacred Heart in Milan and Director of the Humane Technology Lab

A I  S U P P O RT S  C O L L A B O R AT I V E  
L E A R N I N G ,  B U T  T H E  C L A S S  G R O U P  
R E M A I N S  F U N DA M E N TA L  F O R  
D E V E LO P I N G  S O C I A L I T Y  A N D  
C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G .
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G I U S E P P E  R I VA

 Professor of Psychotechnologies for Well‑Being at the Catholic University 
of the Sacred Heart in Milan and Director of the Humane Technology Lab

A I  S H O U L D  N OT  B E  U S E D  I N  
I S O L AT I O N :  T H E  C L A S S R O O M  I S  A  
P L AC E  O F  S O C I A L I T Y  A N D  S H A R E D  
L E A R N I N G ;  D I A LO G U E  A M O N G  
S T U D E N T S  I S  E S S E N T I A L .
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G I U S E P P E  R I VA

 Professor of Psychotechnologies for Well‑Being at the Catholic University 
of the Sacred Heart in Milan and Director of the Humane Technology Lab

FAC E‑TO‑FAC E  I N T E R AC T I O N  I S  
C R U C I A L :  I N‑P E R S O N  L E S S O N S  
I M P R OV E  U N D E R S TA N D I N G  
T H A N K S  TO  C O G N I T I V E  
SY N C H R O N I Z AT I O N  B E T W E E N  
T E AC H E R  A N D  S T U D E N T S .



H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  T H E  M I L A N  E D I T I O N  –  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 5

PAO L A  V E L A R D I

 Professor of Computer Science at Sapienza University of Rome

T H E  B O U N DA R Y  B E T W E E N  W H AT  I S  
I N T E L L I G E N T  A N D  W H AT  C A N  B E  
R E P L I C AT E D  BY  M AC H I N E S  S H I F T S  
C O N T I N U O U S LY.
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I F  M A N  I S  S O  P R O N E  TO  E R R O R ,  W H AT  S E N S E  
D O E S  I T  M A K E  TO  WO R R Y  W H E T H E R  A I  M A K E S  
M I S TA K E S  O R  N OT  –  T H E  R E A L  P R O B L E M  I S  
N OT  W H E T H E R  T H E  S O U R C E  O F  E R R O R  I S  
H U M A N  O R  A RT I F I C I A L ,  B U T  TO  F O C U S  O N  
O U R  C A PAC I T Y  F O R  C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G .

M A N U E L  G E N T I L E

Scientific coordinator of the AI4T Project for the Institute for 
Educational Technologies of the National Research Council (CNR)
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M A N U E L  G E N T I L E

 Scientific coordinator of the AI4T Project for the Institute for 
Educational Technologies of the National Research Council (CNR)

I F  W E  D O  N OT  WO R K  O N  O U R  
C A PAC I T Y  F O R  C R I T I C A L  T H I N K I N G ,  
I T  W I L L  N OT  B E  A RT I F I C I A L  
M AC H I N E S  T H AT  L E A D  U S  TO  A  
DYS TO P I A N  R E A L I T Y  B U T  R AT H E R  
A N OT H E R  T Y P E  O F  ‘ M AC H I N E ’ :  M A N .
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B A R B A R A  C A P U TO

 Professor at Politecnico di Torino, Director of the AI@PoliTo Hub 
on Artificial Intelligence

T H E R E  W I L L  ( A N D  S H O U L D ! )  B E  
M A N Y  A I s  A B L E  TO  T E L L  A  
D I F F E R E N T  P O I N T  O F  V I E W ,  I N  
O R D E R  TO  R E P R E S E N T  T H E  
WO R L D  I N  A L L  I T S  N UA N C E S .
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A N TO N I O  A LO I S I

Associate Professor at IE University Law School & Emile Noël 
Fellow at New York University School of Law

E D U C AT I O N  M U S T  P R E PA R E  F O R  
C H A N G E .  W E  M U S T  T E AC H  
F L E X I B I L I T Y  A N D  C R I T I C A L  
T H I N K I N G  TO  FAC E  A  
C O N S TA N T LY  E VO LV I N G  J O B  
M A R K E T.
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F E N G C H U N  M I AO

 Chief of the Unit for Technology and Artificial Intelligence in 
Education at UNESCO

S T U D E N T S  S H O U L D  N OT  O N LY  U S E  
A I  B U T  L E A R N  TO  C O‑C R E AT E  A N D  
D E V E LO P  W I T H  I T ,  U S I N G  C R I T I C A L  
T H I N K I N G  A N D  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y.
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R I C C A R D O  Z E C C H I N A

 Professor of Theoretical Physics and Computational Scientist at 
Bocconi University in Milan

T H E  E N E R GY  C O N S U M P T I O N  O F  A I  
I S  A  C R U C I A L  C H A L L E N G E :  
A DVA N C E D  M O D E L S  R E Q U I R E  
E N O R M O U S  R E S O U R C E S ,  
R A I S I N G  Q U E S T I O N S  A B O U T  
S U S TA I N A B I L I T Y  A N D  G LO B A L  
I M PAC T .
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A I  D O E S  N OT  E L I M I N AT E  B I A S E S :  
O N  T H E  C O N T R A R Y,  I T  C A N  A L S O  
C R E AT E  N E W  O N E S ,  I N F LU E N C I N G  
T H E  P E R C E P T I O N  O F  R E A L I T Y .

P I E R PAO LO  D ’ O D O R I C O

 Data scientist and startupper under 30
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I T  I S  N OT  E T H I C A L  TO  E N T R U S T  
D E C I S I O N‑M A K I N G  
R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y  TO  M AC H I N E S :  
T H E  F I N A L  WO R D  M U S T  R E M A I N  
W I T H  H U M A N S .

PAO L A  V E L A R D I

Professor of Computer Science at Sapienza University of Rome
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H U M A N O I D  R O B OT I C S  I S  N OT  
O N LY  A B O U T  T E C H N O LO GY,  B U T  
A L S O  A B O U T  T H E  V E R Y  M E A N I N G  
O F  B E I N G  H U M A N .

N I C O L A  D I  M E O

3D Digital Artist, expert in visual effects supervision and post-production
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R O S S E L L A  M E N E G A Z Z O

Professor of Cultural and Environmental Heritage at the 
University of Milan, Head of Culture for the Italian Pavilion at 
Expo Osaka 2025

S C I E N C E  A N D  A RT  A R E  N OT  
S E PA R AT E  WO R L D S :  Y E S T E R DAY  
A S  TO DAY,  T H E Y  A R E  
C O M P L E M E N TA R Y  TO O L S  O F  
H U M A N  K N OW L E D G E .
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N E S TO R  M A S L E J

 Research Manager at Stanford’s Institute for Human-Centered Artificial 
Intelligence and Research Manager and Editor in Chief of the Artificial 
Intelligence Index Report and Global AI Vibrancy Tool

A I  B O O S T S  T H E  S K I L L S  O F  LOW -
S K I L L  WO R K E R S  M O R E  T H A N  I T  
D O E S  H I G H - S K I L L  O N E S ,  
R E D U C I N G  T H E  G A P.
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M A R C O  M O R E T T I

Games Technology Director (CTO) of the Fondazione Milano 
Cortina 2026

A I  I N  S P O RT  H E L P S  I D E N T I F Y  
TA L E N T ,  O P T I M I Z E  T R A I N I N G ,  A N D  
S U P P O RT  R E F E R E E S .
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M I R KO  M A R C O L I N I

 Biomedical engineer, pioneer in developing innovative digital tools 
for sports performance analysis

O B S E R V I N G  F O OT B A L L  T H R O U G H  
T H E  E Y E S  O F  M AT H E M AT I C S  
C H A N G E S  T H E  P E R S P E C T I V E .
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T H E  M U S I C  E C O SYS T E M ,  L I K E  L I F E ,  
I S  M A D E  O F  E M OT I O N S ,  M I S TA K E S ,  
A N D  R E L AT I O N S H I P S .  A I  M U S T  N OT  
D E P R I V E  I T  O F  M E A N I N G .

A L E X  B R AG A

Musician, conceptual artist, and producer
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T E C H N O LO G I C A L  TO O L S  A R E  N OT  
N E U T R A L :  W H I L E  W E  U S E  T H E M ,  
T H E Y  T R A N S F O R M  U S .

A N N A  C AT E R I N A  DA L M A S S O

Professor of Media Theory and AI at the University of Milan, 
Researcher in Aesthetics
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A I  D O E S  N OT  S E E ,  B U T  I T  F O R C E S  
U S  TO  R E F L E C T  O N  W H AT  I T  
R E A L LY  M E A N S  TO  S E E .

A N N A  C AT E R I N A  DA L M A S S O

Professor of Media Theory and AI at the University of Milan, 
Researcher in Aesthetics



H I G H L I G H T S  F R O M  T H E  M I L A N  E D I T I O N  –  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 5

F R A N C E S C O  L A P E N TA

Director of the Institute of Future and Innovation Studies 
at John Cabot University of Rome

A I  I S  L I K E  A  D I G I TA L  M A P :  I T  S P E E D S  
U P  T H E  PAT H  B U T  R E D U C E S  
S P O N TA N E O U S  E X P LO R AT I O N .  
B A L A N C E  I S  N E E D E D  B E T W E E N  
T E C H N O LO GY  A N D  C R I T I C A L  
T H I N K I N G .
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C O L I N  D E  L A  H I G U E R A

UNESCO Chair in Teacher Training Technologies with Open 
Educational Resources

I T ' S  N OT  J U S T  A B O U T  
A N S W E R I N G ,  I T ' S  A B O U T  A S K I N G  
T H E  R I G H T  Q U E S T I O N S .  A I  
WO R K S  T H R O U G H  P R O M P T I N G :  
T H O S E  W H O  C A N ’ T  A S K ,  C A N ’ T  
U S E .



G E M M A  FA B O Z Z I

 Biologist specialized in Nutrition, Professor at Sapienza University of Rome

A RT I F I C I A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E  
H E L P S  P E R S O N A L I Z E  
N U T R I T I O N ,  A N A LY Z I N G  
G E N E T I C ,  M E TA B O L I C ,  A N D  
M I C R O B I OT I C  DATA  TO  
O P T I M I Z E  D I E T S .
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DAV I D E  O L DA N I

Michelin-starred chef, creator of “Cucina pop”

A RT I F I C I A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E  W I L L  B E  
C R U C I A L  TO  O P T I M I Z E  N U T R I T I O N  
A N D  A DA P T  I T  TO  I N D I V I D UA L  
N E E D S .
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E N E KO  A X P E

Physicist specialized in AI and gastronomy, collaborating with the 
Universities of Cambridge, Oxford, and Stanford

R O B OT S  A N D  A I  A R E  T R A N S F O R M I N G  
R E S TAU R A N T S  A N D  FA R M I N G :  A I - A S S I S T E D  
C H E F S  S U P P O RT  M I C H E L I N - S TA R R E D  
C O O K S ,  A N D  S E L F - D R I V I N G  T R AC TO R S  
C H A N G E  AG R I C U LT U R E .
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E V E R YO N E  S H O U L D  A S K  
T H E M S E LV E S :  H OW  M U C H  
C O N T R O L  D O  W E  R E A L LY  H AV E  
OV E R  W H AT  W E  S E E  O N L I N E ?  A R E  
W E  AWA R E  O F  T H E  I N F LU E N C E  O F  
A LG O R I T H M S ?

A N TO N E L L A  Z A R R A

Case Handler in the DSA Enforcement Team of the European 
Commission
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LU C A  B O LO G N I N I

President of the Italian Institute for Privacy and Data Valorization

P R OT E C T I N G  T H E  D I G I TA L  S E L F  
M E A N S  H AV I N G  C O N T R O L  OV E R  
T H E  I N F O R M AT I O N  A B O U T  U S  A N D  
D E C I D I N G  H OW  TO  S H A R E  I T.
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M A R C O  S AV I N I

Founder of Big Rock Institute of Magic Technologies and expert 
in Computer Graphics

N AT U R E  H A S  A N  I N FA L L I B L E  
M E T H O D  TO  M A K E  R O O M  F O R  T H E  
YO U N G :  T I M E .  I T  W I L L  B E  U P  TO  
YO U  TO  D E C I D E  W H E T H E R  T H E  
F U T U R E  W I L L  B E  C LO S E R  TO  
T E R M I N ATO R  O R  TO  JA R V I S .



G I U L I O  D E A N G E L I

Neuroscience researcher at the University of Cambridge

S O M E T I M E S  W E  S TA RT  T R A N S F E R R I N G  
K N OW L E D G E  B E F O R E  E X P L A I N I N G  W H Y  
I T  I S  I M P O RTA N T  TO  L E A R N  I T.
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OV E R - R E L I A N C E  O N  A I  C A N  D I M I N I S H  
O U R  C O G N I T I V E  A N D  D E C I S I O N -
M A K I N G  A B I L I T I E S — B A L A N C E  I S  K E Y.  
A I  I S  B OT H  T H E  C ATA LYS T  A N D  T H E  
TO O L  F O R  D E V E LO P I N G  A  M O R E  
A DVA N C E D  H U M A N  I N T E L L I G E N C E .

R O S E  LU C K I N

Professor of Learner Centred Design at University College London 
Knowledge Lab and co-founder of the Institute of Ethical AI in Education
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A I  I S  N OT  A RT I F I C I A L :  I T  D E P E N D S  
O N  DATA ,  H U M A N  L A B O R ,  
E N E R GY,  A N D  N AT U R A L  
R E S O U R C E S .

G I OVA N N A  M A S C H E R O N I

Professor of Sociology of Cultural and Communicative Processes 
at the Catholic University of Milan



F R A N C E S C O  L A P E N TA

Director of the Institute of Future and Innovation Studies at 
John Cabot University of Rome

W H AT  M AT T E R S  I S  N OT  O N LY  
T H E  A I ’ S  A N S W E R ,  B U T  T H E  
Q UA L I T Y  O F  T H E  Q U E S T I O N S  
W E  A S K :  I N N OVAT I O N  I S  B O R N  
F R O M  T H E  R I G H T  Q U E S T I O N S .
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A I  D O E S  N OT  T H I N K  L I K E  U S :  I T  
O F T E N  F I N D S  S H O RTC U T S  TO  
S O LV E  P R O B L E M S  W I T H O U T  
R E A L LY  U N D E R S TA N D I N G  T H E M .

FA B I O  R O L I

Professor of Cybersecurity and Machine Learning at the University 
of Genoa and Cagliari
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F I L I P P O  LU B R A N O

Management engineer, journalist, and writer specialized in 
Cybersecurity and Artificial Intelligence

W E  N E E D  A  C O N S C I O U S  A P P R OAC H  
TO  A I :  W E  C A N N OT  I G N O R E  I T  N O R  
A D O P T  I T  U N C R I T I C A L LY.
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T H E  P R O G R E S S  O F  A I  I S  V E R Y  
R A P I D :  W E  R I S K  TA L K I N G  A B O U T  
T H E  F U T U R E  W H I L E  I T  I S  A L R E A DY  
R E A L I T Y.  S TAY I N G  U P DAT E D  I S  
E S S E N T I A L  F O R  S C H O O L  A N D  
E D U C AT I O N .

O N .  PAO L A  F R A S S I N E T T I

Undersecretary of State at the Ministry of Education and Merit
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S T U DY I N G  A I  I S  N OT  O N LY  A  
T E C H N I C A L  I S S U E ,  B U T  A L S O  A  
P H I LO S O P H I C A L  A N D  
E X I S T E N T I A L  O N E .  YO U N G  
P E O P L E  M U S T  U N D E R S TA N D  I T S  
I M PAC T  TO  S H A P E  T H E  F U T U R E .

O N .  PAO L A  F R A S S I N E T T I

Undersecretary of State at the Ministry of Education and Merit
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TA N I A  C O N V E RT I N I

Research Assistant Professor and Language Program Director of 
Italian at Dartmouth College

T H E  R E A L  C H A L L E N G E  I S  N OT  TO  
T R A N S L AT E  W I T H  A I ,  B U T  TO  I N T E R P R E T  
A N D  U N D E R S TA N D  T H E  D E E P E R  
M E A N I N G S  O F  L A N G UAG E  A N D  
C U LT U R E .
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TA N I A  C O N V E RT I N I

Research Assistant Professor and Language Program Director of 
Italian at Dartmouth College

P R O M P T I N G  I S  A  S K I L L :  YO U  M U S T  
C L E A R LY  I N D I C AT E  TO  A I  T H E  
C O N T E X T,  TO N E ,  A N D  O B J E C T I V E S  
TO  O BTA I N  U S E F U L  R E S U LT S .
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TA N I A  C O N V E RT I N I

Research Assistant Professor and Language Program Director of 
Italian at Dartmouth College

A I  M U S T  B E  A  TO O L  TO  S U P P O RT  
L E A R N I N G ,  N OT  A  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  
P E R S O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E  A N D  
R E F L E C T I O N .
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M I TJA  J E R M O L

UNESCO Chair on Open Technologies for Open Educational 
Resources and Open Learning

T H E  F U T U R E  B E LO N G S  TO  T H O S E  
W H O  E M B R AC E  E X P E R I M E N TAT I O N
— FA I LU R E  I N  S TA RT U P S  A N D  
I N N OVAT I O N  I S  J U S T  PA RT  O F  T H E  
L E A R N I N G  P R O C E S S .
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C O S I M O  AC C OTO

Research Affiliate and Fellow at MIT, Lecturer in Digital Education at 
the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia

A I  I S  N OT  J U S T  T E C H N O LO GY,  B U T  A  
F U N DA M E N TA L  C H A L L E N G E  TO  O U R  
S E N S E - M A K I N G :  I T  Q U E S T I O N S  
L A N G UAG E ,  V I S I O N ,  A N D  H U M A N  
AC T I O N .
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J U S T  A S  P H I LO LO GY  WA S  B O R N  TO  
D I S T I N G U I S H  AU T H E N T I C  T E X T S  
F R O M  FA K E S ,  TO DAY  W E  M U S T  
D E V E LO P  N E W  M E T H O D S  TO  
VA L I DAT E  D I G I TA L  I N F O R M AT I O N .

C O S I M O  AC C OTO

Research Affiliate and Fellow at MIT, Lecturer in Digital Education at 
the University of Modena and Reggio Emilia
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G I A DA  P I S T I L L I

PhD in Philosophy on the ethics of conversational AI at Sorbonne 
Université in Paris

C H AT B OT S  A R E  U S E D  F O R  
U N E X P E C T E D  P U R P O S E S ,  F R O M  
E M OT I O N A L  R E L AT I O N S H I P S  TO  
G R I E F  P R O C E S S I N G ,  R A I S I N G  
P SYC H O LO G I C A L  A N D  E T H I C A L  
C H A L L E N G E S .
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T H E  B R A I N  I S  M O R E  T H A N  A  
C O M P U T E R :  W H I L E  A I  E XC E L S  I N  
C A LC U L AT I O N ,  T H E  H U M A N  B R A I N  
R E M A I N S  M O R E  E F F I C I E N T  I N  
A RT,  C R E AT I V I T Y  A N D  
P E R C E P T I O N .

V I N C E N Z O  V E S P R I

Professor of Mathematics at the University of Florence
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PAO LO  B R A N C H I N I

Research Director at the National Institute of Nuclear Physics, 
Rome III Section

G I O R G I O  PA R I S I  E M P H A S I Z E D  T H E  
U R G E N C Y  O F  A N  A I  P L A N  F O R  
E U R O P E ,  S I M I L A R  TO  T H E  
M A N H AT TA N  P R O J E C T  F O R  
T E C H N O LO G I C A L  I N N OVAT I O N .



A N D R E A  C O L A M E D I C I

Essayist, publisher, and cultural disseminator, Professor of Prompt Thinking 
at the European Institute of Design in Rome

T E C H N O LO GY  I S  C U LT U R E :  
E V E R Y  I N N OVAT I O N  TA K E S  
R O OT  I N  T H E  PA S T  A N D  B R I N G S  
W I T H  I T  I M AG I N A R I E S  A N D  
M E A N I N G S  T H AT  G O  B E YO N D  
M E R E  T E C H N I C A L  F U N C T I O N .
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K A F K A  TAU G H T  U S  TO  R E F L E C T  
O N  M AC H I N E S :  B U R E AU C R AC Y  
C A N  B E C O M E  A  B L I N D  M AC H I N E  
I F  W E  D O  N OT  Q U E S T I O N  I T  
C R I T I C A L LY.

S I M O N E  A R C AG N I

Writer and disseminator, Professor of Communication, Arts and 
Media at IULM University of Milan
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T H E  R I S K  I S  N OT  T H AT  A I  W I L L  
R E P L AC E  U S ,  B U T  T H AT  I T  W I L L  
M A K E  U S  PA S S I V E  A N D  U N A B L E  TO  
P R O D U C E  M E A N I N G  
I N D E P E N D E N T LY.

S I M O N E  A R C AG N I

Writer and disseminator, Professor of Communication, Arts and 
Media at IULM University of Milan
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WAY N E  H O L M E S

Professor of Critical Studies of Artificial Intelligence and 
Education at University College London Knowledge Lab

W E  W E R E  P R O M I S E D  A  T E C H N O LO GY  TO  
TA K E  OV E R  A L L  T H E  S T U F F  T H AT  W E  D O N ' T  
WA N T  TO  D O  S O  T H AT  W E  C O U L D  F O C U S  
O N  C R E AT I V I T Y,  B U T  N OW  AC T UA L LY  A I  
F O C U S E S  A L M O S T  E N T I R E LY  O N  T H E  
C R E AT I V E  T H I N G S ,  L E AV I N G  U S  TO  D O  T H E  
C L E A N I N G  A N D  T H E  R E PA I R I N G .
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R I TA  C U C C H I A R A

Professor of Computer Engineering at the University of Modena 
and Reggio Emilia, Director of the Interdepartmental Center for 
Artificial Intelligence Research and Innovation

T E C H N O LO G I C A L  S OV E R E I G N T Y  I S  
A  C H A L L E N G E :  L A R G E  C O M PA N I E S  
D O M I N AT E  A I  D E V E LO P M E N T,  
I N F LU E N C I N G  M A R K E T S  A N D  
G OV E R N M E N T S .
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L AU R A  F E R O L A

Data Protection Authority

P E R S O N A L  DATA  A R E  N OT  J U S T  
N U M B E R S  O R  I N F O R M AT I O N ,  B U T  
A N  E X T E R N A L  P R O J E C T I O N  O F  O U R  
I D E N T I T Y  A N D  O U R  D E E P E S T  
E S S E N C E .



A I  M U S T  B E  TA M E D ,  N OT  J U S T  F E D .  
W I T H O U T  E T H I C A L  C O N T R O L S ,  I T  
R I S K S  S U R PA S S I N G  H U M A N S  I N  
U N P R E D I C TA B L E  A N D  DA N G E R O U S  
WAYS .
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L AU R A  F E R O L A

Data Protection Authority
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C U LT U R E  I S  T H E  T R U E  P O S S I B L E  
R E VO LU T I O N .  O N LY  T H R O U G H  
E D U C AT I O N  C A N  W E  M A N AG E  
C H A N G E  W I T H O U T  B E I N G  
OV E R W H E L M E D  BY  I T.

E M I L I A N A  M A N N E S E

 Professor at the Department of Human, Philosophical, and Education 
Sciences at the University of Salerno and UNESCO Chair


